The defects of British health resorts have received more attention than the merits. This is as it should be, the Section does not exist for the advertisement of the health resorts but for the extension of their usefulness in every way, and only by full recognition of their defects can those defects be remedied. Dr. Sonntag has pointed out the necessity for research being undertaken into the mode of action of mnineral waters. Research into the mode of action of climate, and also into the pathology of those diseases which are sent to spas for treatment should also be carried out. For many years the Devon-
shire Hospital, Buxton, has employed a pathologist whose sole duty is research into the bacteriology and pathology of the rheumatic diseases, and we have made substantial progress in the direction of a better understanding of the causes of these conditions though much remains to be done. Research by private practitioners is handicapped by the want of properly equipped laboratories and lack of means to provide necessary apparatus. The younger practitioners are not generally men of means; the man of ample private means generally elects to prosecute his researches in London or other University towns. By the time our practices have increased to a sufficient extent to provide something more than a bare livelihood, the demands of patients upon our time seriously interfere with the possibility of adequate laboratory work.
Dealing with another point of criticism, that the British health resorts do not provide the attractions and entertainment which are to be had at the Continental spas, the primary difficulty is one of funds. Such provision can only be made out of the rates, since baths are rarely run at a profit, and it is not surprising that the municipalities, at least in the case of the smaller towns, find it impossible to provide entertaininents on any lavish scale. On the Continent these expenses are met either by the State or by a cure tax, and this tax has not yet found favour in this country. Both the provision of laboratories and means for research and of entertainments would have to be met out of the public purse, and this would mean State control in some form. I have dealt with this subject on a previous occasion, and will therefore not discuss it now except to point ouit that it is closely linked with the question of the State provision and control of our hospitals. It should not be forgotten that much of the attraction of the foreign spa lies in its foreign atmosphere furnishing a complete change of habit and environment, which cannot be imitated in this country.
